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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/GR00/00023 



1. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70. 17)): 
Description, pages: 

1-21 as originally filed 

1 a as received on 01/08/2000 with letter of 28/06/2000 
Claims, No.: 

1-7 as received on 01/08/2000 with letter of 28/06/2000 
Drawings, sheets: 

1/9-9/9 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
__JI_language_in _which.the international application wasjiled;_un]ess otherwXse jndicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

. 3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go^beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
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□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report,) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1 -7 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-7 

No: Cla ims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-7 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive 
step or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such 
statement 

The nearest prior art seem to be US-A-4 995 649 which discloses a lock assembly 
for sliding panels according to the preamble of independent claim 1 . 

Object of the invention is to present a lock assembly for sliding panels, which is 
more secure (undesired outside locking) and has a simple, inexpensive 
construction. 

Solution: by means of the features of the characterizing part of claim 1 (special 
oblong hook profile and a lock mechanism for immobilizing a frontal hooking arm 
of the oblong hook profile within a recession of the facing part, thereby 
maintaining the frontal hooking arm in the locked position when acting upon the 
rear terminal arm for immobilizing the frontal terminal hooking arm in the locked 
position), neither disclosedin theavaiiable prior altlior6bvi6us^errse7~ ~". 
The subject-matter of claim 1 seems to satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 
33(2), (3) and (4) PCT. 

Claims 2 to 7 relate to modifications of the invention of claim 1 . 

The subject-matter of these claims seems to satisfy the criterion set forth in Rule 

6.4 PCT. 
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2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: /which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
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considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive 
step or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such 
statement 

The nearest prior art seem to be US-A-4 995 649 which discloses a lock assembly 
for sliding panels according to the preamble of independent claim 1 . 

Object of the invention is to present a lock assembly for sliding panels, which is 
more secure (undesired outside locking) and has a simple, inexpensive 
construction. 

Solution: by means of the features of the characterizing part of claim 1 (special 
oblong hook profile and a lock mechanism for immobilizing a frontal hooking arm 
of the oblong hook profile within a recession of the facing part, thereby 
maintaining the frontal hooking arm in the locked position when acting upon the 
rear terminal arm for immobilizing the frontal terminal hooking arm in the locked 
position), neither disclosed in the available prior art nor obvious per se. 
The subject-matter of claim 1 seems to satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 
33(2), (3) and (4) PCT. 

Claims 2 to 7 relate to modifications of the invention of claim 1 . 

The subject-matter of these claims seems to satisfy the criterion set forth in Rule 

6.4 PCT. 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive 
step or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such 
statement 

The nearest prior art seem to be US-A-4 995 649 which discloses a lock assembly 
for sliding panels according to the preamble of independent claim 1 . 

Object of the invention is to present a lock assembly for sliding panels, which is 
more secure (undesired outside locking) and has a simple, inexpensive 
construction. 

Solution: by means of the features of the characterizing part of claim 1 (special 
oblong hook profile and a lock mechanism for immobilizing a frontal hooking arm 
of the oblong hook profile within a recession of the facing part, thereby 
maintaining the frontal hooking arm in the locked position when acting upon the 
rea r termina l arm for immobilizing the frontal terminal hooking arm in the locked 

position), neither disclosed in the available prior art r^'robvTbluTp^seT"- ~~ 

The subject-matter of claim 1 seems to satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 
33(2), (3) and (4) PCT. 

Claims 2 to 7 relate to modifications of the invention of claim 1 . 

The subject-matter of these claims seems to satisfy the criterion set forth in Rule 

6.4 PCT. 



Form PCT/Separate SheeV409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 1997) 



